WHAT IS RESTITUTION?

Restitution is genera”g money the court
orders a defendant to pay to a victim who has
suffered financial losses caused by a crime.
Thejuclgment and sentence direct how much
restitution, if any, a defendant pays and who

receives it.

WHO COLLECTS RESTITUTION FOR
THE VICTIM?

o |fthe defendantis on Probation, the
Commum’tg SUPervision and Corrections
DePar’cment Probation officer collects the
restitution, and gives it to the victim.

(] H: the defendant is incarccratccl, and there
is a court order, the TDCJ can withdraw
the restitution from the inmate’s trust fund
account and give it to the victim. |f there is
no court order, the victim can ask the court
to issue one. | or more information and
forms, sce:

Iﬂttp://www.cou rts.state.tx.us/oca/collect

ions/womcorms.asp.

° ]1(: the defendant is on Paro]c or manclatorg
supervision for an offense that restitution
was orclerecl, the defendant pays the
Parole officer, who has the TDCJ give

the money to the victim.

ARE THERE OTHER OPTIONS TO
RECOVER FOR A CRIME-RELATED
ECONOMIC LOSS?

T he victim may seek a:

o Restitution lien

o (Crime Victim’s ComPensation Fund grant
o  (Civillawsuit

WHAT IS A RESTITUTION LIEN?

A\ victim, or the victim’s attorney, may file alien
on any interest in real property, any interest in
tangib]e or intangible Personal property, or
any interest in a motor vehicle owned bg a
person convicted of a crime to secure payment
of restitution. [Detailed instructions about
how to file a lien on a motor vehicle can be
found in 43 | exas Administrative (Code §
217.7. T hercisa $5 fee for the lien.
lﬁttpz//so&state‘tx.us/tac/inclexshtmL Filing

a lien on other tgpes of Propertg is more
complicatec{ and may require the assistance of

an attomeg.

WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN RESTITUTION AND
RECEIVING MONEY FROM THE

CRIME VICTIM'S COMPENSATION
FUND?

These are two different programs. Tl’TC
Crime Victim’s Compcnsation Fundis
administered bg the T exas Attomcg
(Generals Office, and onlg l‘lClPS victims of
violent crimes with certain expenses. Those
expenses include medical; loss of earnings or
support; child care; funeral and burial; crime
scene clean up; mental health counse]ing;
reP]acement costs for clothing, bedding, or
Proper‘cﬂ scized as evidcnce; lost wages and
travel expenses resulting from the court case;
and relocation expenses for victims of Familg
violence or sexual assault that occurred in the
victim’s residence. (_laimants must have
rePor’cecl the crime to law emcorcement,
cooPcratecl with the Police, and made the claim
within three years unless the victim was a child.
A victim who has alreadg received full
restitution from a defendant may not receive
cluPlicate payment from the Crime Victim’s
Compensation Fund.
htt,ps://www.oag.state.txus/victims/about c

omE‘shtmI
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WHAT ARE THE VICTIM'S
RESPONSIBILITIES?

. Nothcg the aPProPriate entit9 co”ec’cing
and {:orwarcling the restitution of any
change of address.

L] ComPlete and return all rcquirecl forms
Promptlg, incluc{ing the T exas APP]ication
for Fagee |dentification.

° Be Proactive and aware of whether the
defendant is incarcerated, on Probation, or
on Paro]e; contact TDQ~Victim
Services Division at 1-800-848-4284 for

victim notification services.

DOES RESTITUTION ALWAYS
INVOLVE PAYING THE VICTIM
MONEY?

[f the victim consents, a defendant may also be
allowed to make restitution by PerForming
services for an organization of the victim’s
choice as part of a restitution order. [f the
court orders a minor to make restitution but
that is not Financia”g Possiblc, the court may
order the minor to Perf:orm community service
or the Parents may be ordered to pay the
restitution for the minor. An9 adult defendant

who is Financia”g unable to pay restitution may

be ordered bg the court to complete

communit9 service instead.

HOW LONG WILL IT TAKE UNTIL
PAYMENT IS MADE IN FULL?

The defendant may be given a Pagment P]an
with monthlg restitution installments or the

defendant may pay restitution in full at the

time of sentencing. [f there are multip]e victims,

the restitution payments are divided among,
them. T here is no guarantee that the
defendant will have income and make the
Pagments as ordered bg the court. A
restitution order does survive a defendant’s

bankruptcg, I’wowever, and is still enforceable.

*This brochure is a gcncral guic{c to victim
restitution qucstions. |t does not contain |cga1

advice for sPeciFic situations.
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